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INTRODUCTION RESULTS CONCLUSIONS

• Past studies have shown that Facebook is used for news the 
most, and this has helped to understand the ways that 
adults are informed about current events.

• However, it is unknown how adolescents share, read, and are 
affected by news on social media.

• It is also unclear how this information applies specifically 
to COVID-19 related news.

• The purpose of this study is to determine which social media 
platforms are used by teens to obtain information about 
COVID-19 and explore what these adolescents do with this 
news and how it affects them.
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Major findings:
• 69.1% of the participants either agreed or strongly agreed that COVID-19 news on social 

media has helped their understanding, yet only 18.5% said that they usually or always 
read the entire news article. This could show a vulnerability to fake news or 
misinformation since many people trust all of the news they see, even without reading 
the whole article.

Limitations:
• The data of the impact that COVID-19 news had on their understanding of COVID-19 may 

not be entirely accurate since we measured their perception of their understanding 
rather than their actual knowledge.

• The study wasn't very diverse as there was a great majority of White/Caucasian and 
Asian participants

Implications:
• This information can inform us on how to not only educate teens specifically on COVID-

19, but also other important topics as well. Many of the respondents didn't seek out 
COVID-19 news, but over 76% saw posts related to it at least multiple times every week. 
Many also felt informed by it. This could show that social media can potentially be a 
useful tool to inform teens if it is handled right.

Method of Data Collection:
The method being used to collect the data will be a survey. It will 
be shared on various places on Reddit and Facebook, along with 
the other students in the program.

Participant Criteria:
This study will only include participants within the age range of 
14-18.

Variables and Questions:
The variables included in the study are:

• Social media platforms used to find COVID-19 news
• How often they:
• seek COVID-19 news
• see COVID-19 posts
• share COVID-19 news
• read an entire article on COVID-19

• Whether viewing COVID-19 news on social media gave them a 
better understanding of the pandemic

Data Analysis
Descriptive data regarding social media use and COVID-19 news 
was analyzed and presented.

METHODS
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