
Key Findings

● Positive emotion words were over three times more common in comments than negative emotion words, indicating a supportive community network in the comments section of 

#teenpregnancy posts.

● Affiliation content was the most common variable identified after positive emotions, while risk content was the least. This may mean commenters view teen pregnancy as a relatable 

experience, while they do not consider it to be a risk-based situation as much.

● However, it is important to note that the most liked comment, with 71,277 likes, encouraged teenage abstinence.

Limitations

● One limitation is that people tended to leave longer comments on posts when they supported them, and LIWC had a minimum word/character requirement to run. This meant that a supportive, 

positive emotions comment was more likely to meet comment criteria than a negative emotions one, possibly hiding negative emotions comments to this study. Another limitation is that not 

all posts had likes and comments turned on to public viewing, so those had to be factored out of the mean calculation.

Implications

● An idea for future research would be exploring other social media sites’ perceptions of adolescent pregnancy, to see if they differ from Instagram.

● An implication is that teens are often hesitant to post personal details of their pregnancy online, especially publicly and at a young age. Further research may need to be done in a in-person 

setting.
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● According to the CDC, the adolescent birth rate in 2024 from the 

ages 15–19 was 12.7 births per 1,000 mothers.

● The CDC also states that the adolescent birth rate has decreased 

78% between 1991 and 2021.

● Social perceptions of adolescent pregnancy may have shifted from 

past stigma, but current social perceptions are largely unknown.

● Instagram has over 2 billion daily users, including more than half 

of American teenagers, making it an ideal platform for a variety 

of opinions and ideas to come together.

● The social perceptions of adolescent pregnancy (positive or 

negative sentiments) in the comments of the social media site 

Instagram were unknown to researchers.

● The purpose of this study was to examine how adolescent 

pregnancy is perceived on Instagram.

Design
● This study was a LIWC (Linguistic Inquiry and Word Count) 

analysis of Instagram comments.
Subjects
● The study looked at the first 30 posts under the hashtag 

#teenpregnancy and analyzed the first four comments (120 subjects 
total) under each post.

● Comments had to meet the requirements for LIWC to run (at least 
ten characters or three words, in English, no emoji-only comments).

Data Collection
● When all valid comments were inputted into the spreadsheet, along 

with additional metrics such as number of comments and number of 
likes per comment and per post, the content was analyzed via LIWC.

Measures

Analysis
● Percentages of each variable were calculated, and number of post 

likes, post comments, and likes on comments were collected.

Thank you to my mentors, Chelsea and Charlie, for all the help you’ve given me through mentor meetings and question 

rooms. Thank you Avery and Brad for encouraging me to pursue research when in the Youth Advisory Board. Thank you Dr. 

Moreno for giving me the opportunity to participate in this wonderful program. 

Relation to StudyLIWC Example WordsVariable

Determine percentage of 
positive versus negative words

Good, love, happy, hopePositive Emotion

Determine percentage of 
positive versus negative words

Bad, hate, hurt, tiredNegative Emotion

The wellbeing of the parents 
and child

Medic, patients, physician, 
health

Health

Commenter connection to postWe, our, us, helpAffiliation

The positives of parenthoodOpportun, win, gain, benefitReward

The chances of unintended 
pregnancy

Secur, protect, pain, riskRisk

14.29% Affiliation

Example Post

Example Comments

RangeMedianStandard 
Deviation

MeanMetric

1,395 to 1,143,03514.616223,81995,443Average # of 
Likes per 
Post

8 to 35,4002586,6872,203Average # of 
Comments 
on a Post

0 to 71,277128,9692,107Average # of 
Likes on a 
Comment


